Eco-warrior jailed after defying order to demolish retreat 


The Times (London) 
December 4, 2020 Friday 
Edition 1, Scotland 


Copyright 2020 Times Newspapers Limited All Rights Reserved 


Section: NEWS; Pg. 33 
Length: 387 words 


Byline: David Brown 


Body 


An eco-warrior whose holistic retreat was described as an inspiration by the television presenter Kevin McCloud 
has been jailed after breaching planning rules and refusing to pay a fine. 


Eddie Mcintosh developed his 12-acre woodland site so that he could live sustainably and offer “alternative 
therapy”. 


He had been granted planning permission by Powys county council to use the former smallholding in Llandegley, 
Wales, for agricultural purposes only and was declared in breach when he decided to live in a treehouse that he 
built on the site. He also constructed wooden classrooms, cabins and a footbridge. 


The retreat created from recycled materials featured in Man Made Home on Channel 4 and was hailed by McCloud 
as "beautiful, a delight, an inspiration, off-grid luxury". 


Mr McIntosh, 54, was found guilty of 15 enforcement breaches and of failing to demolish the structures and was 
fined £850 at Merthyr Tydfil crown court last year. The treehouse folly that he built from recycled and donated 
materials has been demolished. 


He was jailed by magistrates for 28 days after refusing to pay the fine within 12 months. He argued that accepting 
the fine would be "tantamount to accepting criminality for making a firepit, a recycling point, even a wooden 
footbridge over a ditch, on a farm that | own". 


Mr McIntosh blames the dispute for the breakdown of his marriage to his wife, Kim. 


He bought Mellowcroft, a smallholding formerly known as Rowton Farm, via auction in 2006 and planned to restore 
the property and transform it into a natural holistic retreat. The longrunning dispute with the local council began with 
an enforcement notice in December 2013, which led to a public inquiry in 2015. 


Structures that Mr McIntosh failed to remove included a compost toilet, motor home, drover's cabin, shepherd's hut, 
wood-fired bath, footbridge, wind turbine, jetty and a stone circle. 


Before the verdict Mr McIntosh said that he was prepared to go to jail to "stand up for what is right" and that his 
bags were packed. 
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Speaking after the case, one of his supporters, who said that he would stay at Mellowcroft while Mr Mcintosh was in 
prison, said: "Eddie will be back. And Mellowcroft shall rise again. He is a man who cannot abide bullies. And this 
injustice perpetrated against him by a smug and intransigent council will not stand." 
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Eddie McIntosh with his ex-wife and daughterThe retreat in Llandegley, Wales, that Mr McIntosh was ordered to 
demolish. It was hailed as an inspiration by the TV presenter Kevin McCloud 
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